[Sexual behavior of muscovy ducks under conditions of intensive husbandry of adult animals: dependence on the time of day, husbandry conditions, body mass and health status].
Sexual behaviour of muscovy ducks kept under intensive husbandry conditions is described comprehensively. To characterize the sexual activity qualitatively four different categories were used. It could be demonstrated a typical diurnal rhythm of mating activity with a maximum in the afternoon. The mating activity was diminished also at the end of the laying period. Body mass as well as state of health have an influence on quality and quantity of mating activity. Body weight, mating activity and size of foot pads are correlated with each other; the higher the body weight the higher the size of foot pads and the lower the mating activity. Besides of this, the mating activity is influenced by keeping conditions and genetic factors.